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UK among worst for life expectancy rises  
• 7 August 2018  
•   comments  

  
Copy this link  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-45096074  
Read more about sharing.  

These are external links and will open in a new window  
Close sh are pan el   

Image copyright Getty Images   
Increases in life expectancy in the UK have stalled and the slowdown is one of the biggest 
among 20 of the world's leading economies, ONS data shows.  
Rises in life expectancy dropped from 12.9 weeks per year for women from 2006 to 2011 to 1.2 
weeks per year from 2011 to 2016, its report found.  
This increase in life expectancy for women was the lowest of the 20 nations, while for men only 
the US was worse.  
There was also a slowdown in other countries across Europe and Australia.  
Life expectancy by neighbourhood  
Tap or click to explore ward-level data for England  

  
Source: Public Health England, 2011-15. Map built with Carto  
Throughout the 20th Century, the UK experienced steady improvements in life expectancy at 
birth.  
This has been attributed to healthier habits among the population as it ages, such as reduced 
smoking rates and improvements in treating infectious illnesses and conditions such as heart 
disease.   
But in recent years the progress has slowed.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-45096074
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The ONS's analysis found the slowdown in life-expectancy improvement in the UK was most 
pronounced in women, dropping by 90% from 12.9 weeks per year from 2006 to 2011 to 1.2 
weeks from 2011 to 2012 - the biggest reduction in all of the countries it analysed.   
For men, this was down 76% from 17.3 to 4.2 weeks.  
The ONS said the fall among men was in part due to a significant increase in male life 
expectancy between 2001 and 2011.  
As of 2016, a female baby born in the UK would on average be expected to live until 82.9, while 
a boy would be predicted to live until 79.2.   
Sir Steve Webb, former Liberal Democrat pensions minister and director of policy at the 
insurance provider Royal London, said: "The UK has slumped from being one of the strongest 
performers when it comes to improving life expectancy to bottom of the league.  
"There is a real human cost behind these statistics and we urgently need to understand more 
about why this is happening."  
Prof Martin McKee, professor of European public health at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, said he and other academics had for some time been voicing concern about 
the slowing rate of improvement in life expectancy.  
He said the data refuted one of the criticisms of their work - that the UK's slowdown was not 
unusual compared with other countries.  
Prof McKee said: "It is not possible, with these data, to draw a conclusion about the reasons why 
the UK is performing so poorly.   
"Our previous research has provided some pointers, suggesting the need to look in more detail 
at some consequences of austerity.  
"What is in no doubt is the importance that the research needed to explain what we are now 
seeing is undertaken as soon as possible."   

 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/articles/changingtrendsinmortalityaninternationalcomparison/2000to2016


Analysis  
By BBC News health editor Hugh Pym  
Life expectancy has been rising in recent decades - but from 2011 the rate of increase started to 
slow in many countries.   
Now we know that slowdown has been more pronounced in the UK compared with several other 
leading economies. So the question arises: Are there factors peculiar to the UK at work?   
Some academics argue that government austerity policies must have played a part, for example 
cuts in social care budgets in England.   
They are calling for a parliamentary inquiry with experts giving evidence.   
Ministers say no such causation can be proved.   
Some will point out the US has seen a similar slowdown with a very different set of economic 
policies.   
This ONS report is the first such international analysis for a while and raises big questions about 
health outcomes and government policy in the UK.  

  
The ONS also analysed mortality rates - the number of deaths divided by the population - across 
the UK nations and found a similar slowdown in improvement between 2011 and 2016.  
For men, the improvement slowed most in England and Wales, though progress has also stalled 
in Northern Ireland and Scotland.   
For women, mortality rates increased slightly in Wales and showed no improvement in Northern 
Ireland.  
In England and Scotland, the mortality rates for women fell slightly.  
The UK was also at the bottom of the table for life expectancy improvements for men and women 
at 65 years old.  
However, Japan saw a big improvement, while there were also increases for the Scandinavian 
countries such as Norway, Denmark and Finland.  
A Department of Health and Social Care spokeswoman said: "These latest stats show that life 
expectancy is increasing and we are committed to helping people live healthier lives.   
"The recent trends in life expectancy and mortality in the UK are also evident in a number of 
countries across Europe, North America and Australia - we want to understand these changing 
trends, which is why we have asked Public Health England to review this.  
"As part of our long-term plan for the NHS, we are increasing funding by an average 3.4% per 
year - meaning that by 2023-24 it will receive £20.5bn a year more than it currently does."  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social mobility: The worst places to grow up poor  
By Judith Burns & Adina Campbell BBC News  

  
 
"You've got this - the whirlwind that you're in - is the beginning of something wonderfully 
new - for you."  
Rhythmical Mike, a 24-year-old East Midlands poet, performs his work to pupils at Lovers' Lane 
Primary school in Newark, Nottinghamshire.   
It's an area where many children face big challenges and, according to a new State of the Nation 
report from the Social Mobility Commission, their educational and career prospects are too often 
limited from the outset.   
The report highlights a "self-reinforcing spiral of ever growing division", with children in some 
areas getting a poor start in life from which they can never recover.  
'Postcode lottery'   
It ranks all 324 local authorities in England in terms of prospects for someone from a 
disadvantaged background and it debunks the notion of a simple North-South divide.   
Instead, it says, there is a "postcode lottery" with "hotspots" (shown in orange on the map below) 
and "cold spots" (shown in blue) found in all regions.  
How the chance of social mobility varies by local authority  
 
 There are some surprises, with wealthy areas such as West Berkshire, Cotswold and Crawley 
performing badly for their most vulnerable residents.   
Conversely, some of the most deprived areas are "hotspots", providing good education, 
employment opportunities and housing for their most disadvantaged residents.   
These include London boroughs with big deprived populations such as Tower Hamlets, Hackney 
and Newham.   
"London and its hinterland are increasingly looking like a different country from the rest of 
Britain," says Alan Milburn, who chairs the Social Mobility Commission.   
"It is moving ahead, as are many of our country's great cities.   
"But too many rural and coastal areas and towns of Britain's old industrial heartlands are being 
left behind economically and hollowed out socially. 

 Alan Milburn: "Your chances of getting on really 
depend on where you're born and where you live"  

'Be inspired'  
The East Midlands is the English region with the worst outcomes for those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, says the report - and within the East Midlands, Newark and Sherwood is the worst 
performing local authority.   
In Newark, only 43% of children are ready for school when they start Reception, compared with 
52% nationally, the research finds.   
And by adulthood only 21% are in professional or managerial roles, compared with 51% in 
Oxford.  
Mike, real name Mike Markham, has been a poet for about six years, running his own company 
and playing at festivals, supporting stars like Rizzle Kicks and Russell Brand.   
For him, school was a really negative experience. He feels he failed there.  
"It was a nightmare," he says, but believes overcoming his early difficulties helped him succeed 
later in life.   
"Anybody can achieve anything," is his message to the children.  
He believes that, despite class structures, the world is changing.   
"I think you've just got to be driven, you've got to be inspired you've got to be inspiring."   



 
The children themselves have big ambitions.   
"I want to be a boxer. I want to get to the highest level and be a professional," says one boy.   
"I want to be a heart surgeon and to do that I am going to have to get into the best universities 
there are and I've just got to try and pass all my exams," says a girl.   
But head teacher Jenny Hodgkinson says too many parents are caught between low pay and 
rising living costs and are working so hard simply to put food on the table, that they often lack 
time and energy to focus on their children's schooling.   
"There's a lot of challenges facing families at the moment," she says.   
"In terms of working more than one job, people with low income aren't time rich.   
"They want to do the best for their children and they work ever so hard but they don't always 
have the resources to do what they need to."   
"It can be difficult trying to earn a living in this town," says parent Sian Mclachlan.   
'Few opportunities'  
In the town centre, one young woman complained of few opportunities for young people.   
"If there's a good job going it will be gone within a week or so," she adds.   
"I've got job security," says one young man. "But I could be doing a lot more. I took better money 
where I should have gone to college - but you're not really pushed in this area."   

 
The school is making great efforts to improve children's mental health, resilience and self-
esteem, along with extra reading support and individual mentoring.   
It is working to draw in families, with classes to improve parents' basic skills which can help 
improve attitudes to education and boost their children's attendance.   
Ms Mclachlan says workshops on CV writing, job interviews and money management are also on 
offer.   
But the report warns of "mind-blowing inconsistency" in efforts to improve social mobility.   
"Tinkering around the edges will not do the trick," says Mr Milburn.   
"The analysis in this report substantiates the sense of political alienation and social resentment 
that so many parts of Britain feel."  
He wants "a new level of effort to tackle the phenomenon of left behind Britain".   
His recommendations include:   

• all councils to develop a strategy for boosting disadvantaged children's prospects  
• all councils to pay the living wage   
• greater efforts to attract teachers to poorer regions  
• struggling schools to develop partnerships with successful schools to boost 
attainment  



• fairer transport funding, including transport subsidies for poor young people in 
rural areas   

Education Secretary Justine Greening said the findings underlined "the importance of focusing 
our efforts in more disadvantaged areas where we can make the biggest difference".   
"We are making progress. There are now 1.8 million more children in good or outstanding 
schools than in 2010. Disadvantaged young people are entering universities at record rates and 
the attainment gap between them and their peers has narrowed.   
"We are also boosting salaries through the introduction of the National Living Wage, creating 
more full-time, permanent jobs and investing £9bn in affordable housing. Taken together, this 
won't just change individual lives, it will help transform our country into a fairer society."  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Inequality driving 'deaths of despair'  
By Sean Coughlan and David Brown BBC News  

• 54 minutes ago  
Close sh are pan el   

 
Widening inequalities in pay, health and opportunities in the UK are undermining trust in 
democracy, says an Institute for Fiscal Studies report.  
The think tank warns of runaway incomes for high earners but rises in "deaths of despair", such 
as from addiction and suicide, among the poorest.  
It warns of risks to "centre-ground" politics from stagnating pay and divides in health and 
education.  
The report says such widening gaps are "making a mockery of democracy".  
The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS), one of the country's leading research institutes, is launching 
what it says is the UK's biggest analysis of inequality.  
That will be chaired by Nobel Prize-winning economist Prof Sir Angus Deaton.  
'Taking rather than making'  
He said "people were troubled by inequality" more than at any time since the 1940s - and the 
impact was so serious that it suggested "democratic capitalism is broken".  

  
He warned of the dangers of disillusionment if people did not feel fairly rewarded for their work - 
and that extreme wealth seemed to be gained by "taking rather than making".  
Sir Angus said "people getting rich is a good thing" but not if it meant "enriching the few at the 
expense of the many".  



At the outset of this review, the IFS has published indicators of inequality - such as the average 
chief executive of a FTSE 100 company now earning 145 times the average salary, up from 47 
times in 1998.  
It suggests pay inequality in the UK is high by international standards - with the share of 
household income going to the richest 1% having tripled in the past three decades.  
The middle classes are also under pressure, particularly younger generations, with stagnant pay 
and unaffordable house prices.  
The long-term decline in trade union membership is identified as another factor in wages not 
increasing.  

  
As well as inequality in income, the think tank highlights divergence in health.  
It says there is almost a 10-year gap in male life expectancy between the richest and poorest 
areas - and the IFS warns of "deaths of despair", with a rise in early deaths from drug and 
alcohol abuse and suicide being linked to factors such as poverty, social isolation and mental 
health problems.  
Patterns of relationship are also affected by inequality, the study suggests.  
Over recent decades, wealthier people have become more likely to be living in a couple, either 
married or co-habiting, the IFS says.  

  



But among the poor, declining numbers are living with a partner, a pattern attributed to increasing 
job insecurity, a lack of financial independence and more "chaotic lives".  
The big picture, says the IFS, is the UK is becoming more like the US, with a concentration of 
wealth at the top and pressure on working families lower down the pay scale  
 
'Inequality of political voice is even worse', says 
Prof Sir Angus Deaton  
of political voice is even worse', says Prof Sir Angus Deaton  
It says that in the US, increases in life expectancy have stalled and that for non-graduate male 
workers, pay has not risen in real terms for five decades.  
"The risk is that the UK may follow a similar path," says the IFS study.  
The IFS warns of the social tensions that will come with an economic landscape built on 
widening inequality.  
As economic think tank the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
reported recently, this is likely to put pressure on the middle classes as well as those on low 
incomes.  
  
'Constant lack of security'  

Image caption Bethany and her 
partner James Hutchinson have struggled to make ends meet for their family   
University science researcher James Hutchinson, in his 30s, feels he has kept his side of the 
bargain - gaining a degree from Cambridge - and now working as an academic as well as raising 
a family with his partner.  
But he feels a sense of "powerlessness" about the cost of housing and that his work has no job 
security, with a series of short-term contracts.  
"It's not a sob story," says Dr Hutchinson, "But if people feel they can't improve their lot, then they 
feel disconnected."  
"We were sold the idea that academic success is the way to be better off," he says.  
His partner Bethany has decided not to work because she can't afford childcare. She says "for 
me as a parent, I didn't feel comfortable with us being separated... and then working all hours."  
They live in Bristol and struggled to get somewhere they could afford to live - currently the family 
all sleep in one room while they patch up their home.  
Dr Hutchinson recognises that he's "more privileged than many" - earning the average for UK 
graduates of £35,000 per year - but he voices a frustration at a lack of progress and fears that 
things could get even worse for his children.  
The "disconnect" comes, he says, from his generation becoming "increasingly aware of your own 
expendability" and a work culture haunted by a "constant lack of security".  
Dr Hutchinson is sceptical that any of the political rhetoric will translate into real improvements.   
"How do we build a functional society out of dysfunctional lives?" he asks.  
The consumer society is afraid of becoming the consumed.  
  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47853444


England's seaside towns where young people might disappear  
By David Rhodes BBC News  

• 21 July 2019  
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Four in 10 coastal communities in England could see a decline in the number of residents 
aged under 30 by the year 2039.  
Analysis by BBC News of population projections has found seaside towns in northern England 
could see the biggest decline in under-30s.  
The Parliamentary Group for Coastal Communities said funding cuts meant seaside towns were 
"being left behind".  
The government said it had invested more than £200m in coastal communities.  
The coastline in England is home to some of the most beautiful but also poorest places in 
England.  
Some young adults living in the North Yorkshire town of Scarborough said they struggled to 
envisage a future for themselves living by the sea.  

 of jobs   
"There aren't many career options in Scarborough," said 24-year-old Kayleigh Wilkinson.  
"You either work in a care home like I do, or you work in a shop.  
"That's one of the many reasons why people my age are already leaving to work in bigger cities 
like York and Leeds."  
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) produces population projections based on previous 
and current demographic trends, including how many people have moved away from areas in 
previous years as well as birth and death rates.  
According to these figures, Scarborough could see a 7% fall in the number of people under 30 
living in the area by 2039, meaning a potential fall of some 2,000 children and young adults over 
the next two decades.  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections


  
What's it like to be young and live in a coastal 
town?  
 
Ryan Broadbent, 21, moved from Scarborough to Leeds to study at university and said he could 
not see himself returning to the town.  
"If you spend £30,000 on going to university the last thing you want to do is move back to a place 
where you can only find a low skilled job," he said.  
"It's not just jobs, there's very little to do at the weekend for young people. We were promised a 
multi-screen cinema in Scarborough but that hasn't happened."   

 like Scarborough once attracted hundreds of 
thousands of visitors every summer   
Twenty-year-old Reece Wilde was more optimistic about the future of the town, having just 
opened a cafe in the centre of Scarborough.   
"I love this place and I think there are positive things happening," he said.  
"There are people like me setting up independent bars and coffee shops.  
"But what Scarborough and other seaside places need to do is think of what they can offer 
people all year round, instead of just in the summer."  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



What could happen to England's coastline 
population?  

I 
BBC News has analysed the population projections made by the ONS for 75 local authorities in 
England with a coastline.  

• Thirty of them could see a fall in the number of residents under the age of 30 by 
the year 2039.  
• The biggest decline in the number of under-30s could be in the north of England, 
with Copeland and Barrow-in-Furness in Cumbria and Northumberland all seeing a fall of 
more than 10% in the number of young people and children.  
• In contrast, coastal authorities in the south, such as Bristol (+15%), Southampton 
(+7%) and Canterbury (+6%) could see substantial rises in the number of children and 
young people.  

Under 30s population decline on the coast  
  
A report published earlier this year by the House of Lords said coastal communities "had been 
neglected for far too long".   
It said most seaside towns still relied on tourism but many in the future would need to diversify 
their economies.  
Mike Hill, the Labour MP for Hartlepool and chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Coastal 
Communities, said coastal communities had not received enough investment from the 
government.   
This meant they could not create new jobs that would keep young people living by the sea in the 
decades to come.   
"In my town we've created high-skilled well-paid jobs in sectors such as wind energy and carbon 
capture technology," he said.  
"But there is no getting away from it, these population projection figures are frightening, and 
without action could signal the death of some coastal towns.  
"Government austerity and the underfunding of seaside towns is at the heart of the reason why 
these communities feel like they've been left behind."  

 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldseaside/320/320.pdf


Responding last month to the House of Lords findings, the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government said it acknowledged coastal communities were 
"comparatively more deprived".  
But it said regenerating coastal towns was a complex issue and that by the next year the 
government would have invested more than £220m in projects based in coastal communities that 
were already having tangible results.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805890/CCS207_CCS0519274236-001_Government_response_CP102_A4_WEB_ACCESSIBLE.pdf
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The UK's rapid return to city centre living  
By Paul Swinney & Andrew Carter Centre for Cities  

• 22 June 2018  
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A generation ago many UK city centres were dreary and dilapidated places, with a 
reputation for crime. Now, they are among the most desirable areas of the country to live. 
What's changed?  
Take a walk through the centre of cities like Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham and you will 
see smart new high-rise apartments, office blocks and the ever-present cranes building still 
more.   
At street level are cafes, bars, restaurants and gyms serving their often young and affluent 
customers - the people who increasingly define these areas.  
Only 30 years ago inner city populations that had grown rapidly in the late 19th and early 20th 
Centuries had dwindled - the residents leaving cramped, urban housing for more spacious 
suburbs and new towns.   
The reversal that has taken place - especially in the north of England and the Midlands - 
demonstrates a dramatic urban renaissance and a shift in how people want to live.  
Since the start of the 21st Century the population of many town and city centres has doubled in 
size, while the population of the UK has increased by 10%. (Full list at bottom of story).  





  
There is no way of saying exactly where a city centre starts or stops. So, to allow a comparison 
between towns and cities with 135,000 or more people, the Centre for Cities mapped them from 
the middle of their shopping and business areas as follows:  

• A two-mile radius from the centre of London  
• A 0.8-mile radius from the centre of cities with 550,000 to four million residents  
• A 0.6-mile radius from the centre of towns and cities of 135,000 to 550,000  

Using this measure, Liverpool has the fastest growing city centre - with the population increasing 
by 181% (9,100 to 25,600 people) between 2002 and 2015, according to analysis of figures 
from the Office for National Statistics.  
Other major cities are close behind, with the population of Birmingham city centre growing 163% 
(9,800 to 25,800 people), Leeds increasing by 150% (12,900 to 32,300 people), Manchester 
149% (14,300 to 35,600 people) and Bradford 146% (1,300 to 3,200 people).  
In terms of sheer numbers, the fastest growing city centre was London, which grew from 268,700 
to 327,200. However, this amounted to a relatively low 22% increase.  
There was also rapid growth outside England.  
Cardiff city centre's population increased by 88% (6,700 to 12,600) between 2002 and 2015.   
And although detailed figures for the same period are not available for Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, census data suggests that Glasgow's city centre grew by 44% (19,700 to 28,300), 
Edinburgh's by 25% (10,100 to 12,600) and Belfast's by 31% (3,500 to 4,600) between 2001 and 
2011.  

enjoyed growth of 149% in its city centre population   

Homes for the young   
The growth in city centre living is down to young people - older generations have not returned 
from the suburbs in significant numbers.  
Some are students, whose numbers grew with the expansion of university education.  
For example, the student population in Sheffield city centre grew by more than 300% between 
2001 and 2011, according to census data. By 2011 there were 18,500 students, accounting for 
about half the population.  
Similarly, Liverpool's city centre student population grew by 208% (6,300 more people), and 
Leeds 151% (7,700 more people).  
But the popularity of big city centres among young, single professionals is the main factor.  
The number of 20 to 29-year-olds in the centre of large cities (those with 550,000 people or 
more) tripled in the first decade of the 21st Century, to a point where they made up half of the 
population. There is no reason to think that this trend has eased since the census.  
Only one in five city centre residents were married or in a civil partnership, while three-quarters 
were renting flats and apartments.  
More than a third had a degree, compared with 27% in the suburbs and outskirts of cities.  

  
A big pull for young professionals has been the growing number of high-skilled, high-paying 
office jobs available.  
In big cities, more than half of the people living in the centre work in high-skilled professional 
occupations, reflecting the growing importance of sectors like financial and legal services to the 
UK economy.  

http://www.centreforcities.org/puas/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualsmallareapopulationestimates/mid2015
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualsmallareapopulationestimates/mid2015


Manchester, for example, had an 84% increase in city centre jobs between 1998 and 2015, while 
Bristol and Leeds enjoyed increases of 42% and 34% respectively.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public space:Can architects 
revive Manchester’s troubled 

square?  

• The Guardian  
• 18 Jan 2020  
• Helen Pidd North of England editor  

PHOTO LS Lowry’s Piccadilly Gardens (1954) showing the square created on the site of the former Royal 
Infirmary  
  
Manchester’s Piccadilly Gardens, 5.30pm: three police officers are gathered around a wheelchair parked up in front of the 
gold postbox installed to commemorate Team GB’s Olympic cycling success. Sitting in it, bent double, is a tiny woman with 
one leg. “Can you sit up, love?” they ask, coaxing her gently upright. They know her name. “We just wanted to check you 
were OK.” She mumbles that she’s fine. They head off towards the statue of Queen Victoria and she slumps forward again.  
On a bench near the tram tracks, another drug casualty is frozen  
– a different kind of statue. He is holding a roll-up long extinguished in the evening drizzle. In the doorway by Greggs, three 
men with sleeping bags share some pasties. In front of them, a preacher with a megaphone is telling commuters to repent, 
else they will burn in hell.  
  
Welcome to the civic square that makes the news for all the wrong reasons. On Thursday night, a 19-year-old man was 
taken to hospital after being assaulted in Piccadilly Gardens by a man with a broken bottle. This was four days after four 
homeless people were stabbed in a fight at the Market Street end and six days after a 15-year-old was knifed.  
Now, 18 years after it took the postwar “sunken” gardens out of Piccadilly and flattened them, making a chaotic, hybrid no 
man’s land, Manchester city council has vowed to restore the area and make it a source of civic pride. This week it 
announced the appointment of architects to lead on the revamp, which it said would help deter antisocial behaviour and 
create a more family-friendly space. With that, it set up a test case for a vital question in modern cities: can you drive 
behaviour by changing public spaces – or merely get distracted from the underlying problems?  
LDA Design will produce several plans that will go out for public consultation in the spring, with the hope that the new and 
improved Piccadilly Gardens will be finished by the end of 2022.  



LDA’s director, Mark Graham, knows he has a huge task ahead. “There are safety issues and it’s very obvious that they are 
there. I think our design will look at them as a priority,” he says. “It’s about taking opportunities away for unsafe things to 
happen. Simple things like lighting and taking certain hiding places out, by which I mean the higher walls and corners and 
edges that don’t necessarily need to be there, and which provide spaces for antisocial behaviour.”  
One particular wall in Piccadilly Gardens has become notorious. When the square was last overhauled, in 2002, it received 
the controversial addition of a concrete  
pavilion designed by the Japanese architect Tadao Ando – his only UK work. The pavilion, currently housing a restaurant, is 
less contentious than its accompanying slab of concrete, inevitably dubbed the Berlin Wall by its many critics, which not only 
provides shade on rare sunny days but also, many say, sanctuary for antisocial behaviour.  
Richard Leese, the council leader since 1996, is a fan of the pavilion but accepts he is a minority voice and that the wall will 
probably go. He is less keen to accept the area’s reputation as a no-go zone. “I just don’t get it. I’m a 68-year-old bloke, I’m 
the sort of person who is supposed to be petrified of spaces like that and I just am not,” he says.  
Leese wants to move the bus station but is loth to remove the grass. Get rid of it, argues Eddy Rhead, a co-founder of the 
Manchester Modernist Society: “I can think of no other world-class public square that has grass and yet MCC continues to 
replace the grass, only for it be destroyed by people – heaven forbid – actually using the square for recreation or with the 
woeful Christmas markets.”  
Rhead believes the architecture is a scapegoat: “The biggest and hardest problem, and the one civic leaders seem unable 
to face up to, is to solve the wider social issues that currently make the area an unattractive space. Stop blaming the 
architecture … for wider social ills.”  
Kate Macdonald, Manchester council’s city centre manager, works with the street community and wants to make sure they 
are not simply shunted elsewhere and forgotten about. It’s a complex picture, she says, backdropped by police and social 
services cuts.  
“But we do get people congregating in Piccadilly Gardens who make other people feel uncomfortable,” she acknowledges. 
She hopes to complement the new architecture with new friendly faces, with visitors welcomed by “hosts” who would also be 
specially trained to help rough sleepers and drug addicts. She has already sanctioned the removal of certain benches near 
the gold postbox after observing that they were never used by older shoppers but by alcoholics (who now rest their cans on 
a huge new bin).  
Macdonald is keen to introduce more regular activities into Piccadilly Gardens – “perhaps you could have a community 
choir”. Her dream is that, come 2023, Piccadilly Gardens will be on every tourist’s itinerary. “Architecture on its own can’t 
change everything, but it can support a new use of the space and a much clearer identity for it,” she says. “At the moment, 
nobody coming to Manchester would say, ‘Oh, we must go and get a selfie in front of whatever in Piccadilly Gardens.’ We 
can change that.”  

  



Can Northampton's 'dying' High Street be saved?  
By Stuart Bailey BBC News  

• 1 April 2019  
Thes e ar e ext ern al links and will ope n in a new  window    

  
Close sh are pan el   

  
The number of boarded-up shop fronts in towns the length and breadth of England is 
symbolic of the country's growing High Street crisis. Perhaps nowhere quite encapsulates 
this as much as Northampton, which in the past five years has lost three major 
department stores with the future of a fourth uncertain.  
In recent years countless big name chains like Woolworths, BHS, Toys R Us and Comet have 
faced the administrators and folded. Others have clung on, saved by rescue deals or by 
swapping their bricks and mortar businesses for the digital marketplace.   
That in itself appears to be a Catch-22. Only last month, MPs warned that British High Streets 
were "in danger of becoming ghost towns" as consumers flock to internet retailers.   
In towns like Northampton, there has been a slow drip of shop closures. And conspicuous by 
their absence are the shoppers that once used to crowd into its market square.  
"The place used to be packed," says fruit and veg market trader, Anne Andreoli. "It used to be 
rammed with customers and you'd be serving non-stop, all day.   
"At one stage there was a 100-year waiting list to get a stall. Now you can take your pick. The 
change has been humongous."   

town   
The square is one of Britain's largest and dates back to 1235. For centuries it was the centre of 
the town's bustling market trade.   
"This used to be a good living but I struggle to cover the stall rent now," says Lesley McDonald, 
who has run an underwear stall for 28 years.   
She and her husband used to work on it together, but he is now a window cleaner - an income 
they rely on.   
"There's just no trade. The youngsters shop online and since we lost M&S we've seen a big 
decline in older customers," she says.  



"I get here at six in the morning and often 
I've not had a single customer by 10 but I can't just walk away. I keep hoping it will go back to 
how it was but I don't think it will."   

    
Marks and Spencer, like many others, was lured away to the £140m Rushden Lakes retail park, 
which opened 15 miles east of Northampton in 2017.  
The retailer's move prompted local celebrity and broadcaster the Reverend Richard Coles to 
describe the town centre as "decaying".  
On Abington Street - Northampton's main thoroughfare - about a third of units are vacant and 
many of the entrances now occupied by homeless people in tents.   
The M&S shop has been empty since August and is now boarded up. BHS, which closed in 
2016, has only recently been occupied by a factory outlet store, while House of Fraser closed in 
2014.   
Now, the future of the nearby Debenhams branch is uncertain. It has agreed a £200m 
refinancing lifeline with lenders but said it would continue with plans to cut the number of its 
stores.  

  
What's happening on the UK High Street?  
Each year, more shops close than open in the UK and the gap is getting wider.   
According to figures from PWC and the Local Data Company, 2,692 shops shut in the first half of 
2018 - about 14 per day - while 1,569 opened, a net loss of 1,123.  
That compared with a net loss of 222 in the same six months of 2017. Clothes shops and pubs 
were the biggest casualties.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-47110927
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-47745898
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-47745898


  
In January 2008 the internet accounted for 5p in every £1 of retail sales. By August 2018, it was 
18p in every pound.  
In 2018, 43 retailers with multiple stores either closed or went into administration, affecting 2,594 
shops and 46,000 jobs according to the Centre for Retail Research.   
A further 15, with 266 stores and 2,706 employees, did so by the end of February 2019.   

  
Life-long resident Jacqueline, 69, says the town's heyday was between the 1960s and 1990s, 
when the atmosphere was "tremendous". Now she comes into the town centre not to shop, but to 
drop some paperwork off at the council.   
"The town centre is a mess. Ask anyone born and bred in Northampton and they'll tell you the 
same.  
"I don't come in very often. Mostly just to catch a bus to the shops in Milton Keynes."   

  
  
    
Northampton is not only competing with online retailers and Rushden Lakes, but larger towns 
nearby with a greater selection of shops.  
Milton Keynes, for example, is a 15-minute train journey away and has a Marks and Spencer, 
House of Fraser and a John Lewis.  



"Big towns and cities can attract the crowds and be a destination for a day out, while smaller 
centres [offer] convenience," says Kardi Somerfield, senior marketing lecturer at the University of 
Northampton.  
"So mid-range towns are particularly and disproportionally affected by store closures."  

  
Student Halymah Agboola rarely ventures into Northampton's centre.  
"It's probably about once a fortnight to look for clothes. There are much better deals and 
discounts for students online and it's just less hassle," says the 22-year-old.  
"A lot of students I know are going into the centre regularly to pubs and clubs. But I'm not sure 
what else would attract young people into town and city centres."   
Perhaps the answer lies in St Giles Street, which runs adjacent to Abington Street.   
It features a range of small, independent businesses from barbers to restaurants and - despite a 
handful of empty units - feels altogether more prosperous.  
Lisa Witham, 29, runs the Dreams Coffee Lounge with her sister, Nina Neophitou, 25. She says 
the key to the street's success is simple.  
"There's a lot of lovely independent shops all offering different experiences for customers, rather 
than the generic High Street shops.   
"The experience for the customer is important. Offer something a bit different that online and out-
of-town retailers can't."   

focus on customer experience   
Steve Ward and his wife Caroline run St Giles Cheese, which also sells locally produced gin.  
"Abington Street is just the classic, dying High Street isn't it? You're losing all these big names, 
one after another," says Steve.   
Northampton Borough Council has made efforts to revitalise the town centre. According to some, 
progress has been slow, but a new board has been created to tackle some of the the town's 
long-standing issues of shop closures and poor footfall.  
The board, called Northampton Forward and comprising public and private-sector organisations, 
has already expressed an interest in bidding for a slice of the government's £620m Future High 
Streets Fund in order to improve areas including the Market Square and a section of Abington 
Street.  
And after being awarded £215,000 in central government funding, the council has also created 
five new positions, including a specialist mental health worker, to help reduce rough sleeping.  
"We know the town has some problems, particularly the centre which is suffering through a 
combination of factors," says council leader Jonathan Nunn.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-42223417


"The primary aim of this new board is to ensure everyone is pulling in the same direction to 
address those issues and allow the town to live up to its promise."  
   

A slew of new cafes and 
restaurants have breathed life into the town centre area and there has been a flurry of 
regeneration work around the newly designated Cultural Quarter.  
It is home to the Royal and Derngate Theatre which recently kicked off the UK tour of Kinky 
Boots - a nod to the town's shoemaking heritage, based on the story of a struggling Northampton 
shoe factory.  
Nearby, the town's museum, which is currently closed for a major refurbishment, is due to reopen 
next year. And the University of Northampton's new £330m campus, which opened in 
September, brought some 12,000 students and 2,000 staff to the area.  
Signs of progress mean many businesses are cautiously optimistic about the future, with 
caveats.   
"There needs to be more support from the council and landlords, making sure we get the right 
businesses in," says Lisa.  
"There needs to be variety with the retail, with leisure options such as bowling or maybe an 
arcade. We have students nearby but they need an incentive to come into town.   
"But the more empty units there are, the more difficult it is to attract new businesses. It's easy to 
get into a downward spiral."  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-45669440


Couple on how £1 house in Stoke-on-Trent changed their lives  
  

Close sh are pan el   

  
Aged in their 50s without a mortgage, Carol and Tommy McMillan had resigned 
themselves to a lifetime in rented accommodation.  
But a scheme allowing them to buy a house for £1 has transformed their lives "dramatically", they 
said.  
The couple were successful applicants in a Stoke-on-Trent scheme to revamp run-down 
properties.  
Mrs McMillan, 54, and her 58-year-old husband, were successful applicants in the first scheme in 
the Cobridge area.  
While they had both had mortgages in previous relationships, in recent years the couple, who 
have been together for 18 years, thought they were too old to get a mortgage.   

o  
"We were renting a property at £450 a month," said Mrs McMillan.  
"The payback on the £30,000 grant on this house is £298, so straight away we were £150 better 
off.  
"There's money left at the end of the month."  
The scheme - known as Reviving Communities - works by asking homeowners to agree to repay 
revamp costs on the houses through a 10-year loan of £30,000.  

  
"The walls, front and back and upstairs, were all insulated," said Mrs McMillan.   
"We moved into this in the November, so we had the winter months coming up.  



"The first quarterly bill for our gas was £25 - we couldn't believe it. I had to ring them to check it 
was right."  
The council said it wanted to help run-down parts of the city, a plan Mrs McMillan said was 
working.  

 
"[This area is] up and coming," she said. "It is slowly turning around and it's getting better."  
Now a second phase of the project, which was first launched in 2013, has been announced by 
the city council.  
This phase, which is taking applicants until 12 January 2018, involves empty homes in the 
Portland Street area.  
The authority said it was spending £1.5m to buy and renovate up to 25 homes in Hanley before 
offering them to new owners.   
It hopes to attract people with local connections and will prioritise applicants with salaries "that 
would ordinarily put home ownership beyond their reach".  

 
Gavin Pierpoint, who bought his house three-and-a-half years ago, said he felt owning his own 
home was quite a remote prospect until he found out about the scheme.  
"It was such a bargain," he said.  
"I was renting somewhere before and I was starting to look at these schemes, but it would still 
have taken me a few years to save up the initial deposit.  
"Even the Help to Buy scheme, on a single income, felt quite daunting.  
"My family are happy I have my own place but a lot of my friends are quite jealous.   
"They bought houses the more traditional way and spent a lot more money to get something of 
the same calibre."  
  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-22247663
https://www.stoke.gov.uk/revivinghomes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41473493
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Most deprived neighbourhood in Stoke-on-Trent revealed - 
and here's the full list  
A third of neighbourhoods in the city are now among the most deprived in the 
country  
  
BY  
Phil Corrigan  
   

(Image: Pete Stonier / Stoke Sentinel)  
Top of Form  

Deprivation has worsened in Stoke-on-Trent over the last four years, according to a new national 
report.  
Stoke-on-Trent now has the 12th highest proportion of deprived neighbourhoods out of 317 
council districts in England, up one place since 2015.  
An area of Bentilee, between Dividy Road, Ubberley Road and Beverley Drive, is now the most 
deprived neighbourhood in Stoke-on-Trent, and the 445th most deprived in the country.  
Other pockets of high deprivation are found throughout the city, from Goldenhill and Sandyford in 
the north, to Meir in the south.  
Only two city neighbourhoods, both in Trentham, were ranked among the least deprived 10 per 
cent in England, as was the case in 2015, when the last IoD was published.  

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/authors/phil-corrigan/
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/bentilee


  
A map of deprivation in Stoke-on-Trent   
In total, 51 of the city’s 159 localities are among the most deprived 10 per cent nationally, three 
more than in 2015. This means almost a third of Stoke-on-Trent neighbourhoods – 32.1 per cent 
– are now classed as being among the worst in the country for deprivation.    
These are among the findings within the newly-published English Indices of Deprivation 2019, 
which takes into account a range of issues such as employment, income, health and crime.   
All 32,844 neighbourhoods in England, each with a population of around 1,500, are ranked 
according to these factors.  
  
  
Wards in Stoke-on-Trent with at least one neighbourhood in the 10 per cent most deprived in the 
country:  
Goldenhill and Sandyford  
Tunstall  
Great Chell and Packmoor  
Little Chell and Stanfield  
Bradeley and Chell Heath  
Baddeley, Milton and Norton  
Burslem Central  
Burslem Park  
Moorcroft  
Ford Green and Smallthorne  
Sneyd Green  
Birches Head and Central Forest Park  



Joiners Square  
Etruria and Hanley  
Abbey Hulton and Townsend  
Eaton Park  
Bentilee and Ubberley  
Hanley Park and Shelton  
Fenton West and Mount Pleasant  
Fenton East  
Sandford Hill  
Meir Hay  
Broadway and Longton East  
Meir North  
Meir South  
Lightwood and Normacot  
Dresden and Florence  
Blurton West and Newstead  
Hollybush and Longton West  
    
Wards in Stoke-on-Trent without any neighbourhoods in the 10 per cent most deprived in the 
country:  
Hanford and Trentham  
Meir Park  
Weston Coyney  
Hartshill and Basford  
Penkhull and Stoke  
Boothen and Oakhill  
Springfield and Trent Vale  
Blurton East  
Nic Gratton, Staffordshire University’s lead for civic engagement, recently led a community 
research project on poverty in Stoke-on-Trent, for the city’s Hardship Commission.  

  
Nic Gratton   

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trent-news/you-fall-pit-self-destruction-3050734


She said: “The really sad thing about this new report is that it’s not very surprising that things are 
getting worse.  
"This is the impression we got when we did the work for the Hardship Commission, and learned 
about people’s experience of deprivation.  
"You can read in the report that 51 neigbourhoods in the city are in the bottom 10 per cent 
nationally, but you have to remember that there are real people behind these figures.  
 “People often think that hardship means you’re homeless, but more often it describes people 
who are just on the edge, and it just takes a bit of bad luck and they’re having to turn to pay-day 
loans.  
"Employment in the city might be improving, but people’s lives aren’t getting better.  

  
Bentilee has some of the most deprived neighbourhoods in Stoke-on-Trent   
“But we shouldn’t just accept that things have to be this way. We need a concerted effort to make 
sure things have got better by the time of the next report.”  
Stephen Funnell, ward councillor for Bentilee and Ubberley, says the area has been hit hard by 
austerity. Three of the city’s five most deprived neighbourhoods, according to IoD, are in the 
ward.    
Mr Funnell said: “There are problems with long-term unemployment here, and so people need 
more help from central government. But the services that could help people have been cut back 
under austerity.  
"Bentilee has also been hit by the introduction of Universal Credit and the Bedroom Tax.  
“Transport is another issue. There aren’t really any big employers in the immediate area, so 
cheaper buses would help people get to jobs elsewhere.”  



  
The findings show disadvantaged young people are struggling (Image: Getty)   
According to the report, education and health problems are the biggest contributing factors 
to deprivation in Stoke-on-Trent. But ‘barriers to housing and services’ are less of an issue in 
the city.  
The IoD also says that 25.7 per cent of children in Stoke-on-Trent are living in ‘income 
deprived’ households – the 18th highest proportion in the country. And 18.4 per cent of older 
people in the city experience income deprivation.    
Mrs Gratton added: “It’s heartbreaking that so many children here are living in poor 
households. The biggest barrier to children achieving academically at school isn’t aspiration, 
but poverty.”  
Only two areas of Newcastle, in Cross Heath and Knutton, are within the most deprived 10 
per cent nationally – one fewer than in 2015. There are also two ‘most deprived’ 
neighbourhoods in the Staffordshire Moorlands, in Leek and Biddulph.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Does Middlesbrough deserve its unenviable 
reputation?  
By Bethan Bell BBC News  

•   
Linkedin  
Share this with Linkedin   

Image 
caption The Tees transporter bridge - affectionately known as the "tranny" - remains a symbol of 
Middlesbrough's industrial heritage   
Middlesbrough, an industrial town on England's north-east coast, gets a bad press. It's 
often near the top of "worst places to live" lists and is currently the worst place in the 
country to be a girl, according to one report. But, despite the drawbacks, residents - 
known as "Smoggies" - are determined their home town is somewhere to be proud of.   
A row erupted earlier this year over claims easily identifiable doors made refugees targets for 
hate crime and vandalism, opening locals up to allegations of racism. Statistics about health, 
drug use and employment make for grim reading.   
One person fighting back against the stereotype is BBC presenter Steph McGovern, who says: "I 
grew up in Middlesbrough and I have the town to thank for what I have achieved in life.  
"It gave me a good state education, various jobs in my teens and taught me resilience and 
independence.  
"Quite frankly, I don't think I would be where I am today if I had grown up anywhere else."   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-37337893
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-37337893
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tees-35358925


Image caption Peter says 
people "wouldn't be so cruel" about Middlesbrough if they understood how hard life can be   
Peter, who doesn't want his surname to be used, was born in the town and moved to London for 
work before returning to look after his elderly parents.   
"It's a lovely place to live. To be honest, it's a good job the weather's so bad - otherwise it would 
be overcrowded," he laughs, before becoming solemn once more.   
"Of course, there are some dodgy characters but people are generally friendly. The problem is 
when people lose their job. Things just spiral.  
"The steelworks closed. You see loads more people in the pub now. People who criticise us just 
don't get it, they don't understand what it's like when the work goes. Your life just spins out of 
control.  
"If people knew what it was like to live like that, turning to drink or worse, they wouldn't have a go 
at us. They wouldn't be so cruel."   
In a sense, Middlesbrough is a victim of its own success. In 1801, there were no more than four 
farmhouses marking the territory of the town. After ironstone deposits were discovered in the 
Eston Hills in 1842, everything changed.  
The town, made prosperous by its natural resources and location, mushroomed massively and 
rapidly.   
From being barely a hamlet at the beginning of the 19th Century, by 1860 its population had 
increased to 20,000. By the 20th Century, there were 90,000 people there, increasing to 160,000 
by the 1970s. And there was work for all who wanted it.   
But that was then, this is now.   
Long, slow industrial decline and the closure of processing plants left swathes of people out of 
work and Middlesbrough with high levels of unemployment and poverty.   
The Office of National Statistics shows unemployment in the North East is the highest in 
England and Wales. In Middlesbrough the unemployment rate is even higher than the rest of 
the region.  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/regionallabourmarket/oct2016#summary-of-latest-regional-labour-market-statistics
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157060/report.aspx?town=middlesbrough#tabrespop


Image caption Debs thinks there are too many 

asylum-seekers in Middlesbrough   
It's perhaps not surprising the media tend to focus on the negatives.   
You could argue the facts speak for themselves.  
The townspeople's level of opiate and crack cocaine use is proportionately the highest in the 
whole country.   
More than 40% of private rented housing has been categorised as "low quality" and more than 
two-thirds of council wards are classed as deprived.   
The number of pupils leaving school with qualifications is low.   
So we see images of the town taken from the A19 flyover, featuring cooling towers and chemical 
plants rather than Albert Park, where dogs scamper through the autumn leaves and an 
impressive fountain burbles.  
We see condemned buildings and half-demolished homes rather than the Middlesbrough 
Institute of Modern Art or the roomy executive homes of Nunthorpe, Acklam or Marton.  
But shoppers braving the rain in Captain Cook Square - named after the locally-born explorer - 

are fairly impassive about their town's image.  



Image caption Alan Waters says migrants should be integrated 

  
Doreen Norris, who's lived in the Coulby Newham area for 13 years, says she "doesn't care what 
southerners think".   
"Me and my family know what it's like. They're good people, the people here. Salt of the earth.  
"Yes, we've our share of druggies and trouble but it's no worse than anywhere else. I wouldn't 
leave."  
Barbara Cockfield, who lives in neighbouring Marske-by-the-Sea and is in town to do a spot of 
early Christmas shopping, says drugs are an issue.  
"I went to the cinema with my son, and a druggie followed us all the way to the train station. If my 
son hadn't been there, I'd have been really scared. It is a problem here."  
It's an opinion backed up by the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for Middlesbrough 
(JSNA), which found there are an estimated 21 opiate and crack users per 1,000 people in 
Middlesbrough. The regional rate is 10 per 1,000 and the national rate is eight.  
Support services in the town also have a low percentage of clients who successfully complete 
drug treatment.  

http://www.teesjsna.org.uk/middlesbrough/


  
 
Ray Chambers is one of the long-term unemployed. He hasn't had a job for nearly 15 years.   
"There's just nothing to be had," he says, shrugging and wandering away.  
There are efforts to revitalise the town. According to the mayor, Dave Budd, there are "great 
opportunities" for businesses of all types and sizes.   
Baker Street was recognised as a Great British High Street "rising star" for its independent 
businesses.  
There's a sports village and the town hall is undergoing lottery-funded improvement. 
Middlehaven, previously an important dock, is being redeveloped into housing, office space and 
a park.   
There is a plentiful pool of potential customers. More than 700,000 people live within a 30-minute 

drive of Middlesbrough.   

Image 
caption Barbara Cockfield believes Middlesbrough has a problem with drug abuse 

http://thegreatbritishhighstreet.co.uk/finalist-top-five


Image caption Legendary football manager 
Brian Clough is one of the town's most famous sons   
But not everyone is keen on welcoming an influx of people.  
Debs, who works at a hot pork sandwich kiosk in the town centre, says she knows why 
Middlesbrough is struggling.  
"It's the immigrants. We need to get the Asians and the refugees out. They're getting houses 
before our people, having them furnished and all that.  
"We're overrun. They're the trouble. They're very, very rude and they don't speak English."   
It's an attitude that chimes with the annual British Social Attitudes survey, in which 95% of 
respondents agreed it was important to speak English to be British.  
Is Debs being racist, does she think?  
"No. It's the truth. Why do we have to have them?"  
Her co-worker agrees. "To me, they're just all foreigners. It was better without them."  

  
No more than one in every 200 of the local population should be an asylum seeker, government 
guidance says. Middlesbrough is the only place in the UK that breaks that limit, with one in 
186.   
Analysis of the Annual Population Survey indicates that over the past 10 years, the number of 
people born outside the UK and living in Middlesbrough has grown from about 6% of the 
population to nearly 10%.  
This growth is largely attributable to an increase in the number of people born in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and the Middle East and Central Asia (the global areas asylum-seekers are most likely to 
come from).   
Alan Waters, 74, who says he's "born and bred Boro", has criticised the number of asylum 
seekers being housed in the town.  
"You know all that fuss about the red-painted doors? Well, I had a solution. Take the doors off 
completely, then they'd have something to whinge about.  
"To be honest, it's not their fault. Of course they have to go somewhere. But it's the people who 
decided to put all of the non-nationals together. It would be better if they were all spread about 
and integrated.  
"But some areas are being what do you call it? Ghettoised."  

http://www.bsa-31.natcen.ac.uk/?_ga=1.127098250.603383028.1402957341
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-34597022


  
Parliament Road in the Gresham neighbourhood is one street where the influx of different 
cultures can clearly be seen.   
A Romanian restaurant is on the brink of being opened. A Polish convenience store and a Middle 
Eastern mini market share the street with curry houses. Chip shops are selling local delicacy 
parmo (a flattened slab of breaded chicken, deep fried and topped with white sauce and cheese, 
served with chips and salad. It was even mentioned in a parliamentary debate, when it was 
described as "a heart attack on a plate").  
Shop windows hold posters advertising English classes and tuition for "life in the UK" tests.  
It's only a couple of streets over from a demolition zone, where the houses still standing have 
metal shutters nailed over the windows and doors. Mechanical equipment and workmen are on 
site, turning the remaining buildings to rubble.  
A woman with a pushchair hurries past, head bowed against the wind. Kelly was 15 when she 
had her daughter Shavvaun.   
"I'm lucky really. She lives with me mam. I'm lucky my mam could do that. Lots of lasses have 
their bairns taken away.  
"I want the best for her, you know? I had a job in a salon but then it closed. But there's a chance 
I'll be taken on by someone else.   
"I'm on benefits now, but to be honest, that's not the life I want for my kid.  
"I'd like to go to college, get some qualifications," she says with quiet optimism.  
Kelly isn't unusual. Local teenage pregnancy rates are higher than both the regional and national 
averages.   
 

 
 
But at least Kelly is claiming her benefits.   
It's estimated by the JSNA that between 11,500 and 16,300 people in Middlesbrough are not 
claiming benefits they are entitled to - which it says works out at between £17m and £28m that 
could contribute to the local economy.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/tees/food/parmo/teesside_recipe.shtml
https://www.gov.uk/life-in-the-uk-test/book-life-in-uk-test


  
According to Love Middlesbrough, which promotes the 
town as "a fantastic place to live, learn, work, invest, 
visit, shop and play", the place is changing.   
Investment means the town will be taken "to a whole 
new level", the organisation says, with new jobs, more 
leisure opportunities and better homes and schools.  
This regeneration might be too late for people like Jay. 
He's 22 and in a park with three of his friends, where 

he's trying to scoop some coins out of the fountain.   
They're passing around a bottle of cheap vodka and a second one of cola, mixing it in their 
mouths. It's just after 9am.  
"I were in and out of care, didn't hardly go to school. No point, is there?  
"You get with a crowd, have a laugh. I don't want a job anyways. Can't do nothing. That isn't 
going to change, no matter what fancy words people say."  
But that's an attitude which doesn't sit well with many others.  
Julie Graham, a cleaner whose dog Stella is slurping up fountain water, says the place is 
"fantastic".  
"Even if I won the lottery, I'd stay here.  
"I heard someone once say the best thing about Boro was the road out. But that's not true. The 
best thing is the people. Everywhere you go, there's a friendly face."  
Steph McGovern has said: "Middlesbrough people have a fantastic ability to fight back against 
adversity.   
"Whether it's economic hardship or the local football team not doing so well, I love the fact that 
we adapt, we regenerate and we never give in."   
Middlesbrough is twinned with Dunkirk. And maybe a fighting spirit is just what the town needs to 
get back on its feet again.  

  
 



Examples of ‘successful@ cities trying to manage change 
 

 

Edinburgh 

Berlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rebel alliance ready to put a halt to the ‘disneyfication’ of 
Edinburgh   
Some residents fear the city’s public spaces are being sacrificed to tourism  
Kevin McKenna  
Sun 5 Jan 2020 08.14 GMT   
  

  
￼The group Citizen says Edinburgh’s Old Town attracts tourists without the ‘cheap make-up’ of 
private events.  
For 800 years or so the castle that keeps watch above Scotland’s capital has borne witness to the 
bloody rise and fall of kingdoms and nations. Now, the war is one of ideas, with Edinburgh’s eternal 
soul on the line.  
On one side is Underbelly, the London events company which claims to have taken Edinburgh’s 
Hogmanay celebrations to another level. It is backed by a city council which has gleefully watched 
the numbers rise in those indexes that confer tourism superstardom: unique-users, profits and 
exposure.  
Facing them is a rebel alliance of permanent residents and community enterprises who are aghast at 
the creeping “disneyfication” of one of Europe’s most beautiful cities. Mike Small is co-founder of 
Citizen, launched last April to bring together local groups seeking to restore Edinburgh as “a place for 
people rather than profit”.  
“Tourists have flocked to Edinburgh for centuries, attracted by its natural beauty and its wonderful 
built heritage,” he told the Observer. “It doesn’t need to put on cheap makeup and fancy new 
clothes to make itself look good. Each year the Hogmanay celebration and the Christmas market on 
Princes Street Gardens that accompanies it, together with the ever-growing international festival 
and fringe, eats up more and more of our public spaces.”  
In the wake of claims that permanent residents were made to wear wristbands and seek permits for 
private visitors to their own homes during the Hogmanay celebrations, more than 1,000 residents 
have applied to join Citizen. A campaign of “civic sabotage” has already been discussed. Protesters 
could film roped-off events on smartphones and then beam footage onto buildings in 
neighbourhoods where residents resent being charged up to £170 to go into their own city centre to 
see them. Flash crowds well-briefed in Scotland’s public access and right of way laws may also seek 
admission at entry hotspots in the security cordon.  
Underbelly and the council claim their winter festivals are raising the profile of Edinburgh and 
bringing in much-needed tourism revenue. The company said 183,857 people attended the city’s 
Hogmanay last year, and there were 929,219 registered visitors to the Christmas market – 99% of 
whom rated it “good” or “very good”. A further 28,000 tickets to Edinburgh’s Christmas were given 
to young people and community groups. From this the company calculated that the community 
benefit was more than £1m and that the combined contract for the two events saves the city £1m 
per year.  
Edinburgh doesn’t need to put on cheap make-up and fancy new clothes to make itself look good  
Mike Small, Citizen   

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/kevin-mckenna
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2020/jan/02/edinburgh-hogmanay-review-mark-ronson-eddi-reader-marc-almond-dick-dom
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2020/jan/02/edinburgh-hogmanay-review-mark-ronson-eddi-reader-marc-almond-dick-dom
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/edinburgh
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/nov/23/edinburgh-christmas-german-market-splits-opinions-local-residents
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/dec/28/edinburgh-hogmanay-social-curfew-police
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/dec/28/edinburgh-hogmanay-social-curfew-police


Underbelly’s Ed Bartlam, who co-directed Edinburgh’s Hogmanay last week, said: “Balance is the key 
word. You’ve got to find the balance of viewpoints. There’s a view of some people in the city that 
there’s too many events related to tourism. But there’s a huge majority, I think, that just love these 
events, love Hogmanay.”  
Small questioned how savings to the city were calculated. “It’s disingenuous to talk about savings 
and huge visitor increases. Edinburgh has been one of Europe’s most popular visitor destinations for 
decades. Have we reached a point where the main measure of a city’s worth is calculated in 
increased profits and privatising the heart of the city  
 “At this time of year our own citizens who pay for the city’s year-round upkeep want to come 
together with friends, family and visitors from overseas without paying a private company for the 
privilege.  
“What we are seeing here is a process where everything is commoditised and where the need to 
make bigger profits is more important than the lived experience and culture of the city itself. Nor has 
there been anything resembling a public consultation about any of this.”  
As well as producing Edinburgh’s Christmas and Hogmanay, Underbelly has put on Christmas in 
Leicester Square, West End Live in Trafalgar Square and Pride in London for Westminster city 
council. Critics say it may soon become difficult to differentiate one festival from another as their 
unique identities are lost in endless pop-up stalls, “Bavarian” markets and open-air concerts.   
In Glasgow, where the local economy is bracing itself for further cuts in public spending, the 
suggestion that it too could attempt its own lucrative Hogmanay festival was given short shrift by a 
council source: “We’d never turn Glasgow into a theme park.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What the Airbnb surge means for UK cities  
By Clara Guibourg and Kevin Peachey BBC News  

• 25 April 2019  
• playback is unsupported on your device  

Edinburgh  
Rooms available to book on Airbnb have rocketed in number in major UK cities, leading to 
fears of "hollowed out communities" as tourists flock in.  
Data analysed by the BBC suggests that listings in Edinburgh doubled in three years, and shows 
a fourfold increase in spaces in London since 2015.  
City of Edinburgh Council has called for licensing and London councils want a registration 
scheme for hosts.  
Airbnb said it led the way on "clear and proportionate" rules.  
"Airbnb is the only platform that voluntarily works with UK cities to help hosts share their homes, 
follow the rules and pay tax. Other platforms and providers need to step up and follow our lead," 
the company said.  
"[The platform] allows local families and businesses to benefit from visitors to their 
communities."  
How many properties are listed?  
Nearly 80,000 rooms or homes in London are listed on Airbnb - more than any other UK city, 
according to figures from housing advocacy site Inside Airbnb analysed by the BBC.   

  
Just over 12,000 are listed in Edinburgh, but the effect is greater than in London as this accounts 
for a much bigger proportion of the city's property and population.   
Edinburgh's 12,000 listings work out to around one Airbnb listing for every 42 residents, while 
London's Airbnb market equates to one listing per 112 residents.  
Much of this accommodation is centred around Edinburgh's Old Town - a huge draw for tourists 
especially during the annual Fringe festival. Airbnb said its activities had boosted the Scottish 
economy by £1.5m a day, and the UK economy as a whole by £3.5bn last year.  



  
One result has been concern among locals and politicians of a squeeze on housing for residents, 
the behaviour of some visitors in residential blocks, and differing tax treatment for traditional 
hotels and guesthouses.  
Examples of anti-social behaviour in "party flats" have been highlighted by campaigners for 
greater regulation.   
They included loud, late-night noise affecting one young woman's exam preparation, and an 
amorous couple bursting into the home of a resident aged in her 80s before realising they had 
the wrong flat.  
Councils say it is expensive and time-consuming to tackle such problems with their existing 
powers. They can only do so after complaints, rather than proactively.  
"Short term lets are having a terrible impact. They are hollowing out communities, both in the city 
centre and increasingly across Edinburgh. Residents are putting up with high levels of anti-social 
behaviour and, very worryingly for us, we believe there is a huge impact on housing supply," said 
Councillor Kate Campbell (SNP), housing convenor at City of Edinburgh Council.  
"Housing in Edinburgh is under enormous pressure and we need to take every action we can to 
protect supply and keep homes affordable for residents, as well as protecting communities."  
The Scottish government has been asked to consider a licensing scheme - allowing for checks, 
safety requirements, and the potential for a cap on numbers. Housing Minister Kevin Stewart 
(SNP) said it was considering what measures could be required, which would be put to 
consultation "to ensure we get the balance of short-term lets right in Scotland". He said there 
would be a further announcement within a week.  
Airbnb said it took action when alerted to rare cases of bad behaviour, pointed out that hosts are 
subject to income and council taxes, and said it welcomed regulation.  
However, it also argued that its growth had little effect on the availability of homes for locals to 
buy or rent, highlighting various studies which had shown that house building had not kept up 
with demand, and had pushed up prices as a result.  
It said entire home listings on Airbnb represented less than 0.6% of the available housing stock 
in Scotland, and some listings on its site were bed and breakfasts, or small hotels, rather than 
residential property.   

  
'Trendy' Shoreditch on the map  



One of the most popular areas for Airbnb listings in the country is Shoreditch, in London. Its 
reputation for a thriving nightlife and cultural scene means many listings in the area advertise 
their "trendy" location.  

  
The result is the common sight of visitors "hanging around with Google Maps on their phones", 
trying to find their accommodation which could be good for trade, according to local trader Phil 
Blackman.   

 
Mr Blackman sells shoes just off Brick Lane and says Airbnb has encouraged people to come to 
the area.  
"It is good value for money for them, and they have got to stay somewhere," he said.  
He argued that people working in finance in the City and living there for only a year or two, while 
offering little to the area, were more responsible for any loss of community spirit.  
The debate is reflected in one piece of graffiti. "Tourist go home," it says, but underneath 
someone has added: "But we love this place".   



  
Isn't this just a good use of spare rooms?  
Many tourists applaud Airbnb for the opportunity to visit cities without paying large city hotel 
rates. Many homeowners join the chorus, saying the income from occasionally letting a spare 
room helps pay the bills.  
However, concerns have been raised that landlords have shifted from offering long-term 
tenancies to these short-term lettings, restricting supply for people who want to live and work in 
these cities and putting up the cost of rent as a result.  
Nearly half of listings come from hosts with more than one property, and in London, 24% of 
listings are by hosts with five or more sites. It is a similar picture in Manchester and Bristol, 
according to the Inside Airbnb data.  

  
One per cent of hosts control 17% of the London's Airbnb market.   
In Bristol and Edinburgh, 1% of hosts are responsible for 11% of listings, and in Manchester it is 
10%.  
In London, there are 11 Airbnb hosts with more than 100 listings each.  
Eight of the 11 are listed with human-sounding host names, like "Sally", offering 279 listings, 
"Veronica" (195), and "Emily" (179).   
Airbnb argued that all three identified themselves, basically as property managers. It said hosts 
may manage the listing process on behalf of a number of different individuals.  
Do limits work?   
A 90-day a year short-term let limit for whole homes has been in operation in London since 2015. 
Owners wishing to let for longer may require planning permission for a "change of use" from their 
local council.  
Only six changes from a home to a hotel have been approved since the limit was introduced, 
according to Freedom of Information requests the BBC sent to 32 London boroughs.   
Airbnb is currently the only platform to have voluntarily implemented the 90-day limit 
automatically on its platform.   
The Mayor of London, Labour's Sadiq Khan, wrote in March 2017 to six other online short-term 
letting platforms operating in London - Veeve, Onefinestay, Wimdu, Booking.com, HomeAway 
and Airsorted - urging them to follow Airbnb's lead.  
Homeaway and TripAdvisor have committed to introducing a cap in the future, but other 
providers have not. This 90-day rule can be easy to flout, London councils told the BBC in 
2017. The Mayor of London said on Tuesday that the law was "near-impossible for councils to 
enforce".  
Mr Khan has now called on the government to introduce a new registration system for anyone 
wanting to rent out a property for less than 90 days a year - to make it clear who is operating in 
this sector.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-38924720
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-38924720


Airbnb is supporting this idea. It said it had a team that worked to prevent, detect, and tackle 
attempts to avoid night limits, and suggested other providers had failed to follow suit.  
Outside London, planning is more of a grey area. If the property is primarily a home, with a room 
to let, then planning permission is probably not needed. A planning authority can determine 
whether there has been a material change of use.  
A certification scheme for all types of short-term accommodation is operating in Northern Ireland 
- the only part of the UK which has one.  
Data source: Inside Airbnb, which provides snapshot views of Airbnb listings for four UK cities 
(London, Manchester, Bristol, Edinburgh), from various dates 2015-2018.  
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Berlin Freezes Rents for 5 Years in a Bid to Slow GentrificationBerlin 
Freezes Rents for 5 Years in a Bid to Slow Gentrification  
The move, in a capital once known for its artists and its party scene, aims to reverse a trend 
that is driving out older and lower-income residents.  

  
  
Anti-eviction graffiti in Berlin. City lawmakers say that a new measure aims to ease the 
strain on renters while more housing is built.Credit...Lena Mucha for The New York Times  

  
By Melissa Eddy  

• Jan. 31, 2020  
 BERLIN — Rental prices on more than 1.5 million Berlin apartments will be frozen or 
lowered for five years as a result of new legislation aimed at halting a recent spike in rents 
that is driving out older and lower-income residents.  
The measure, which lawmakers approved on Thursday and which is to take effect next 
month, is an attempt by Berlin’s leftist government to slow the gentrification of a city that 
built a reputation on a creative scene but is being squeezed by real estate investors and 
infrastructure projects.  
“We have created an instrument that will stop the partially absurd price developments for 
the next five years,” Katrin Lompscher, Berlin’s senator for city development and living, said 
at a news conference on Friday. “It is up to politicians to create the basic conditions for 
lower- and middle-class earners to be able to afford to live in Berlin.”  
Renting is more common in Germany than homeownership, with more than half of the 
country’s residents renting their homes. In Berlin, a city of three million people, only 18 
percent of residents own their homes.  

ADVERTISEMENT  
The new law caps most rents in the city at 2019 levels and limits the amount that can be 
charged based on the apartment’s condition and amenities.  
Critics say the move will hamper desperately needed growth in the property market and 
frighten off those willing to build affordable housing in a city once known for its “poor but 
sexy” party scene of the 1990s that has become a rapidly changing European capital.  

https://www.nytimes.com/by/melissa-eddy
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/18/world/europe/berlin-rent-fight-against-gentrification.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/25/world/europe/google-berlin-kreuzberg-campus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/24/arts/music/griessmuehle-berlin-club-closures.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/23/world/europe/23wowereit.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/23/world/europe/23wowereit.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/29/world/europe/currywurst-konnopkes-berlin.html


Real estate developers and members of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservative party have 
threatened to challenge the law. They argue that it violates the country’s Constitution, 
which stipulates that rents are set by the federal government.  
“The rent cap is equivalent to an expropriation and is a catastrophe for Berlin’s real estate 
market,” said Jürgen Michael Schick, the president of Germany’s Real Estate Association. 
The group has warned about the negative effects the measure could have since the city 
government proposed it last year.  

  
The rent freeze caps most of the city’s apartments at 2019 levels. 
“Limiting and reducing the income from rents will create uncertainty for investors and will 
ward off real estate developers from investing,” Mr. Schick said.  
Ms. Lompscher said the aim was not to halt growth in the city’s housing stock, but to ease 
the strain on renters while private developers and city officials facilitate the construction of 
more housing. The city, Germany’s capital, plans to construct more than 60,000 apartments 
in the coming years, many of them lower-priced properties, she said.  
After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the reunited city found itself with a glut of 
apartments, many of which were publicly owned. In an effort to bring in desperately needed 
cash to pay for the reunification of East and West Berlin, many properties were privatized.  
Foreign property investors quickly understood the potential for growth in Berlin — where 
rents are still notably cheaper than in London, Paris or Rome — and began buying and 
renovating apartments. They also started charging higher rent.  
At the same time, the city’s population continued to grow, adding about 250,000 new 
residents from 2012 to 2017, according to official figures.  
That combination of factors led to a spike in rental prices, especially in the most desirable 
areas of the city. In 2017, Berlin ranked internationally as the only major city where 
property values had increased more than 20 percent from a year earlier, with rents keeping 
pace.  
“Three million tenants will benefit in the city,” said Iris Spranger, the housing affairs 
spokeswoman for the city’s Social Democrats, one of the governing parties that approved 
the law.  
  

https://content.knightfrank.com/research/1026/documents/en/global-residential-cities-index-q4-2017-5413.pdf
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Sheffield – a city divided 

When media types talk about Sheffield as a hyper-creative, culturally left-field ‘Bristol of the 
North’ (or a Leipzig of the West), they’re talking about Sheffield A and not Sheffield B.  

Sheffield A is a healthy, wealthy and leafy mix of greens, golf courses and gastropubs 
stretching from Fulwood and Ranmoor in the west to Nether Edge, Meersbrook and Dore in 
the south. This is the city that made international headlines in recent months with a 
campaign to protect its street trees from an incompetent and complacent council.  

Sheffield B is an adjacent but almost entirely unconnected city running down the Don from 
Upperthorpe to Hillsborough, up to Ecclesfield in the north and stretching to Tinsley, 
Attercliffe, Darnall and Gleadless Valley in the east. It is a place economically characterised 
by poverty, lack of opportunity, low-skilled work, poor quality housing stock and even 
poorer public transport.  

Uniquely for a British city, where pockets of deprivation are usually nestled uncomfortably 
between well-to-do suburbs, Sheffield’s dividing line runs directly through the city like the 
Berlin Wall. How did this happen?  

The consensus opinion seems to be that the poorer side of the city is centred around the 
steel mills, factories and associated workers’ housing that doubled Sheffield’s population 
many times over from the Industrial Revolution right up until the decline of the steel 
industry in the 1980s.  

The wealthier half, much of it dating from the turn-of-the-century, represents the flight of 
the managers and mill owners from the noise and smog of Blake’s “dark satanic mills”. The 
rich ensconced themselves in an enclave high above their employees, literally: Sheffield A is 
significantly hilly, particularly the parts that border the Peak District to the west. The 
spacious Victorian houses often feature spectacular views across the seven hills.  

(Of course, this invisible border isn’t fixed forever. The formerly industrial area of Kelham 
Island has been transformed by the forces of gentrification, its proximity to the centre 
ensuring that its redbrick warehouses have been repurposed as gin bars, food courts and 
pricey flats for single professionals.)  

Despite the best efforts of the pitiful privatised bus service, it is possible to cross from one 
city to the other. In 2013, the ‘Fairness On The 83’ project found that average life 
expectancy falls by 7.5 years for men and almost 10 years for women along a bus route that 
runs from Ecclesfield in the north to Ecclesall in the south, right across the divide. In the 
same year, the Sheffield Fairness Commission reported that “a baby girl born and who lives 
her life in one part of the city can expect to live, on average, almost 10 years longer than a 
similar baby girl born and living her life about four miles away, by virtue of nothing more 
than the socio-economic circumstances and area she was born into”. Remember, this is in 
one of the richest countries in the world.  

http://www.welcometosheffield.co.uk/visit/explore/kelham-island
http://www.welcometosheffield.co.uk/visit/explore/kelham-island
http://www.nowthenmagazine.com/fairnessonthe83/


We know from the work of Wilkinson and Pickett in The Spirit Level that unequal societies 
perform worse on almost every social metric. They’re unhealthier, unhappier and less 
educated, with higher rates of mental illness, property crime, obesity, infant mortality and 
teenage pregnancy. Their work shows that it’s not just poorer people who suffer: even the 
well-off do worse in societies with higher rates of economic inequality.  

 

Sheffield has recently been labelled the ‘low pay capital’ of the UK, but you wouldn’t know 
that from poking around the leafy suburb of Hallam – Nick Clegg’s former constituency – 
which is one of the wealthiest in the entire country. The result of this division is like a real 
life version of China Miéville’s The City & the City. The richer half of the city don’t even see 
their poorer fellow citizens, as they would in London or Manchester, where disadvantaged 
areas like Tower Hamlets and Southwark rub shoulders with the moneyed comfort of 
Islington and Greenwich.  

t may be cynical, but when I hear people talking up Sheffield as “the largest village in 
England” I sometimes wonder if what they really like about the city is that they can 
effectively reside in a gated community, living day-to-day without ever entering Sheffield B. 
Even the city centre is segregated to some degree, with the boutiques and bookshops of 
Division Street and the Peace Gardens forming a marked contrast to Waingate and The 
Wicker, two shopping streets which appear to been consigned to a barely managed decline.  

The lack of interaction between these parallel cities goes some way to explaining the shock 
that reverberated around Sheffield A when the city as a whole voted to leave the European 
Union, 51 per cent leave to 49 per cent remain. For the people on the right side of the line, 
it hadn’t even crossed their minds that over half of their fellow citizens had been left 
behind. It’s a tale of two cities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rich house, poor house: The Greater 
Manchester neighbourhoods with the 
biggest wealth divides revealed  

Some of the poorest people in our region live across the road from some of the richest  
•    

BY  
Damon Wilkinson  
Michael Goodier  

• 07:19, 19 OCT 2019Bottom of Form  

 
Salford Quays is one of the most affluent areas of Greater Manchester, whereas 
neighbouring Weaste is among the poorest  
They're the Manchester neighbourhoods where poverty and wealth live cheek-by-jowl.  
In towns and estates across the region some of the poorest people in the UK live right 
across the road from some of the richest.  
We've analysed the figures and found the areas in Greater Manchester with the biggest 
wealth gaps.  
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government statistics looking at the most 
deprived 10 percent of areas and the most affluent 10 percent, have highlighted the 
neighbouring zones that are often divided by a single street.  
Here they are:  

Salford Quays and Ordsall  

  
Ordsall is one of the most deprived areas in the UK (Image: Colin J Horne)   
Over the last 25 years Salford Quays has transformed beyond recognition.  
Now home to the BBC, ITV, and hundreds of high-end flats, it's one of the fastest-
growing and richest places in Greater Manchester.  

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/authors/damon-wilkinson/


But just yards away to the east, on the opposite side of Trafford Road, the Ordsall 
estate is one of the poorest, where figures released in January show six in 10 
children are living in poverty.  
And it's a similar story to the west, beyond upmarket grocer Booths and the TV and 
radio studios of Media City, where Weaste, again one of the top 10 most deprived 
areas in the country, borders the Quays.  

  
Houses on The Avenue in Sale often go on the market for more than £1m (Image: 
Colin J Horne)   

Manor Avenue, Sale  

Manor Avenue in Sale also provides a stark dividing line between some of Trafford's 
richest and poorest areas.  
To the west lies Sale West - better known by its nickname the Racecourse estate.  
The childhood stomping ground of Olympic sprinter Darren Campbell and, bizarrely, 
current home of the King of Rwanda, it was once described as 'an island of 
deprivation in a sea of affluence'.  
But to the east the leafy streets around The Avenue are home to some of Greater 
Manchester's most desirable properties, where five and six bed detached homes 
regularly go on sale for more than £1m.  

Bolton Road, Bury  

Bolton Road in Bury also has a dividing line, where it intersects with Powell Street.  
The south west section of the road is one of England’s least deprived 
neighbourhoods - and the north east section is among the most deprived.  
The Woodhill cycleway - also in Bury - moves from one of the least deprived 
neighbourhoods on the west bank of the River Irwell, to one of the most deprived 
neighbourhoods on the opposite bank.  
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General election 2019: England's hidden divides  
By Charlie McCurdy Resolution Foundation  

• 4 December 2019 Clos e sha re pan el   

 
The North-South divide is a theme often used by - and against - politicians to highlight 
inequality in the UK, and election time is no exception.  
But this gap has evolved over time, and is by no means the only geographical divide in the 
country.   

The big economic divide  
Productivity - or how efficiently we produce goods and services - is regarded by many 
economists as the most important long-term driver of living standards.   
If you want to improve quality of life over time you need to produce more per person than you did 
previously.   
On this measure, there is still a clear North-South divide.  
Looking at output per worker across the country, London is producing goods and services worth 
£26,000 more per person than the per-head average of the North West, North East and 
Yorkshire regions. In absolute terms, this gap has almost doubled since 2001.   

  



This isn't about workers in the north being less productive though. It's because the UK's most 
productive sectors, such as finance and technology, are concentrated in the South of England.  
Politicians have in the past professed their ambition to rebalance the UK economy away from 
London by forming the Northern Powerhouse, creating regional metro mayors and a regional 
transport body. But commentators are divided as to how much these have helped fix the 
problem.  

The rural-urban employment gap  
Not all economic gaps are North-South. When it comes to jobs, the divide is more about big cities 
versus the rest.   
Employment has traditionally been far lower in cities, but the good news is that this gap has 
closed - wherever you live in the UK.   
Since 2009, jobs growth has been concentrated in large urban areas of the country, with almost 
a million jobs created across 12 of the UK's largest cities such as Cardiff and Liverpool.   

  
Metropolitan areas like Sheffield, Merseyside and London have seen the strongest growth, with a 
6% rise in the 18 to 60-year-old employment rate since 2012.   
This urban-led jobs growth has particularly benefited groups who are more likely to be 
unemployed such as younger workers and ethnic minorities, who are more likely to live in cities.  
Despite this welcome growth, there is still a regional divide in our jobs market. For example, 
employment in the South West is 81% - 10% higher than Northern Ireland, the region with the 
lowest employment.   

The UK's pay gaps are within regions  
Of course, it's also important to look at how well-paid these jobs are.   
When it comes to salaries, it's very much a case of London versus the rest. Median hourly pay - 
the point at which half of workers earn more and half earn less - is £18 an hour in London. That's 
27% higher than the South East, the next best-paid region and 48% higher than the East 
Midlands, which is England's lowest paid region.  
However, over the past decade, the pay gap between London and the rest of the UK has fallen 
thanks to big increases in the minimum wage.   
It currently stands at £8.21 for over-25s, about 59% of median hourly pay, up from 46% in 
1999.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-48664613
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-48664613
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-49178614
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-47699571


  
Today, the biggest pay gaps across the UK are within - rather than between - regions.  
London, for example, offers the most unequal pay in the UK.   
The London workers on the highest 10% of salaries earn almost five times as much as the 
bottom 10%.   
By comparison, in Wales, Northern Ireland and the North East, the top 10% earn less than three 
times as much as the bottom 10%, down from four times as much 10 years ago.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General election 2019: The towns and cities least likely to vote  
By Paul Swinney Centre for Cities  

• 25 November 2019  
• 301 comments  

  
Close sh are pan el   

  
When the UK goes to the polls on 12 December, how much difference will where people 
live make to how likely they are to vote?  
And how will it affect who they vote for?  
Are people in cities less likely to vote?  
City dwellers are less likely to vote than the rest of the country on average, but only slightly.   
In the 2017 general election, 67% of voters in large towns or cities went to the ballot box, while 
elsewhere turnout was slightly higher at 70%.   
The constituencies with the highest and lowest turnouts were both in cities.  
London's Twickenham topped the list, with 80% of voters going to the polls. At the other end was 
Glasgow North East, where just 53% voted. Across the UK, average turnout was 69%.  
For this article, we looked at how people voted in recent elections and mapped their 
constituencies against towns and cities that contained at least 50% of the residents in that 
constituency.   
A large town or city is defined here as an urban area of 135,000 people or more.  
Political differences  
Who people choose to vote for does change depending on where they live.  
In 2017, residents of smaller towns or rural areas were more likely to vote Conservative while city 
dwellers were more likely to vote Labour.  
This divide has been deepening over time. At the last election, 48% of voters outside of large 
towns and cities voted Conservative, up from 40% in 2010.   
The opposite has happened for Labour. Between 2010 and 2017 the party's share of city voters 
increased from 35% to 49%.   
The Liberal Democrats have also seen their voter base become less urban. In 2010, 48% of their 
votes came from cities, but by 2017 this had fallen to 42%.   

https://www.centreforcities.org/publication/the-changing-geography-of-the-uk-economy/


  
North-south divide  
Voter turnout figures vary greatly from city to city.  
Large towns and cities in the south are on the whole more likely to see a higher showing than 
elsewhere.   
Ten of the 15 cities with the highest voter turnout in 2017 were in the south of England, although 
two of the top five were not.  
Brighton was the city with the highest turnout, with 74% of people registered to vote going to the 
polls. It was also the only constituency to elect a Green Party MP.  
It was closely followed by Birkenhead, Reading and York. Back in 2010, Edinburgh saw the 
highest turnout.  
At the other end of the scale, Hull had the lowest turnout, with 57% of those registered casting a 
vote. It was closely followed by Barnsley, Doncaster, and Sunderland.  

  
What about people who aren't registered to vote?  
These figures only tell part of the story.   
In September, up to 9.4 million Britons, or 17% of the eligible voting population, were 
thought to have not registered to vote at their current address, or at all.  
However, about two million people are believed to have subsequently registered ahead of 
December's election.  

  
Why are some more likely to vote than others?  
We don't know exactly what motivates people to go to the ballot box, and there are likely to be a 
number of factors at work  
Local pay levels appear to play into how likely people are to vote.  
Broadly speaking, cities with lower voter turnouts tend to be less affluent and offer people lower 
wages.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-44297817
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/major-study-electoral-registers-great-britain-shows-changes-are-needed-help-millions-people-ensure
https://www.gov.uk/performance/register-to-vote/registrations-breakdown


Similarly, constituencies with higher deprivation - a measurement based on issues such as 
income, employment, health and crime - tend to see proportionately far fewer people turning out 
on polling day.  
These most deprived constituencies are overwhelmingly urban. Of the 100 most deprived 
constituencies, 88 are in cities.   

  
Where do parties get the most votes?  
An exception to this trend is Liverpool Walton. Despite being the most deprived parliamentary 
constituency in England and Wales, it had a high share of its residents going to the polls. In 
2017, 67% of them turned out to vote - making it comparable to more affluent constituencies 
such as Watford.  
The Labour candidate there won 85.7% of the vote, the highest share of any MP. This helped 
make Liverpool the strongest Labour-voting city in 2017, with an 83% voter share - up from 63% 
in 2010.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/579151/English_Indices_of_Deprivation_2015_-_Frequently_Asked_Questions_Dec_2016.pdf


The city also saw the largest increase in the share of people going out to vote, with 68% of voters 
turning out in 2017, compared to 57% in 2010.  
By contrast, the city where the Conservatives won the highest share of the vote was Aldershot in 
Hampshire, with 60% of voters backing the party. It was closely followed by Basildon and 
Southend in Essex.   
The Tories' largest inroads were in Mansfield in Nottinghamshire, where their vote share shot 
from 24% to 44%, narrowly giving the market town its first-ever Conservative MP.  
The Liberal Democrats saw their strongest 2017 performance in Cambridge with 29% of the vote. 
In Scotland, the SNP performed strongest in Dundee - with support for the party at 45%.  
While trends may get stronger, or changes occur on the margins, overall patterns are likely to 
stay the same in the forthcoming general election.  
But if any party is to form a majority - or deny another party one - it will need to win marginal 
seats in smaller cities. There are many examples, such as Mansfield, Aberdeen, or Stoke, where 
the Conservatives took Stoke-on-Trent South constituency from Labour by just 663 votes in 
2017.  
One way of doing this is to reach out and appeal to voters from across a widening urban-rural 
political divide.  
  
Voter turn out - % turnout of those registered to vote  
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HS2 would widen UK north-south divide 
and should be axed, says report   

Thinktank says London would benefit most and money should go to less wealthy areas 
instead  
Larry Elliott Econonics editor  
Tue 19 Mar 2019 18.38 GMT First published on Tue 19 Mar 2019 14.02 GMT   
  

  
An artist’s impression of a train on the Birmingham and Fazeley viaduct, part of the 
proposed route for the HS2 high-speed rail scheme. Photograph: HS2/PA   
The government’s planned HS2 high-speed rail project will make the UK even more divided 
and should be scrapped in favour of boosting services in the less well-off parts of the 
country, a left-leaning thinktank has said.  
A report from the New Economics Foundation found that 40% of the benefits of the 
controversial project would go to London and that the £56bn budget would be better spent 
on upgrading the existing network and smaller-scale local projects.  
Theresa May has said she remains fully committed to HS2 despite speculation that rising 
costs will result in the government cancelling the scheme or restricting the route to 
between London and Birmingham. Estimates for building the line have increased by two-
thirds since 2011 after taking account of inflation, from £33.3bn to £55.8bn.  
The rail industry strongly supports HS2 but the NEF report said London would be the biggest 
beneficiary even if the project eventually extended to Yorkshire and the north-west. Despite 
accounting for just under 25% of the UK’s economy, two-fifths of the passenger benefits – 
such as shorter journey times – would go to the capital. Richer households would be the 
main users of the new route, the report added.  
Andrew Pendleton, the director of policy at the NEF and one of the report’s authors, said: 
“Investment in the UK’s railways is urgently needed, but HS2 is trickle-down transport 
policy. It will be used by the wealthiest travellers, intensify the north-south investment 
divide and is a standalone project that simply does not integrate well enough into the 
existing network. It’s an expensive answer in search of a question.  
The NEF report said an alternative to HS2 should be a new national rail investment fund that 
would pump money into the existing network and redress the four-to-one regional 
imbalance in transport spending between the south and north of England.  
The thinktank said a package of £55.2bn spent over the next 10 years, including £18.9bn for 
the north of England, would help commuters, speed up long distance journeys, cut carbon 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/larryelliott
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/hs2
https://neweconomics.org/
https://www.railnews.co.uk/news/2019/02/12-government-fully-supports-hs2.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/09/hs2-out-of-control-care-homes-childrens-centres
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/09/hs2-out-of-control-care-homes-childrens-centres


emissions and bring benefits to many regions that would not be served by HS2. It called on 
the government to bring forward a comprehensive strategy for the railways that prioritised 
improving journeys for the majority, the creation of good, unionised jobs and carrying more 
freight.  
Rather than spend more than £50bn on HS2, the report said ministers should consider 
alternative uses of the money including:  

• Full electrification of much of the northern rail network.  
• The reopening of the trans-Pennine Woodhead line between Manchester and 
Sheffield to provide a fourth east-west link in the north.  
• A Bradford Crossrail to link the two lines that terminate in the city and put it at the 
centre of northern rail.  
• The full electrification of the Midland and Great Western lines.  
• The creation of more four-track sections on the three core, north-south mainlines 
and the building of bridges to take slower, regional lines over intercity tracks to speed 
up long distance journeys.  

The NEF report was commissioned by the environmental campaign group Friends of the 
Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland, which has opposed HS2.  
Mike Childs, its head of science, policy and research, said: “Transport is the UK’s biggest 
source of climate wrecking emissions. In order to deal with the climate crisis, we know that 
we have to encourage people out of their cars, but right now cycling across much of England 
is unsafe, bus routes are being cut, and far too many trains are overcrowded, late and 
ridiculously expensive.  
  
“White elephants like HS2 aren’t the answer. It will take over a decade to build, destroy 
ancient woodlands and only 4% of those projected to use HS2 would otherwise have 
driven.”  
A Department for Transport spokesperson said: “It is utterly false to say HS2 will increase 
the north-south divide.  
“HS2 is a massive investment in the north and Midlands that will deliver much-needed 
capacity and more frequent services on the region’s existing rail lines, improving 
connections and unlocking opportunities for economic growth. It is already leading to 
significant investment in Birmingham and we expect it to deliver similar growth in towns 
and cities across the North.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Could this be the UK's answer to Disneyland?  
By Mary-Ann Russon Business reporter, BBC News  

• 3 July 2019  
 

Close sh are pan el   

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/transport


 
If you head to Swanscombe Peninsula in north Kent, you will see what can be best 
described as a rather unattractive industrial estate.   
Only accessible by car, rows of corrugated metal warehouses containing garages and car body 
repair workshops sit amidst long grass and bushes.  
Swanscombe Peninsula has been designated as the site of the long-proposed London Resort, 
but at the moment it doesn't look like much fun. Could this really be the UK's answer to 
Disneyland?  
A troubled beginning  
In 2012, plans were announced to build a large entertainment complex in Swanscombe, near 
Dartford. By this year, it was meant to include a huge indoor water park, attractions, rides, 
theatres, event space, hotels, restaurants and even a science and education centre.  
But the past seven years have brought significant challenges for the resort's backers. Aardman 
Animations withdrew from a partnership deal with the park. Meanwhile, expected costs have 
spiralled.  
Paramount Pictures was originally tied to the project, but in 2017 it abruptly pulled out of the 
deal, and the developers renamed themselves "London Resort".  
At the time, London Resort said it would develop the park on its own.   
But London Resort has now hired a new chief executive - PY Gerbeau - and brought Paramount 
back on board.   
It claims the theme park will now open in 2024, and says it will apply for planning permission 
early next year.  
"It's happening," Mr Gerbeau told Radio Four's Today Programme, adding: "It's been a troubled 
project - it's been on and off." But, he said: "Failure is not an option."  
Mr Gerbeau was formerly vice president of operations at Euro Disney, and is credited with 
turning around the struggling Millennium Dome, as well as co-founding X-Leisure, which owns 
the Xscape indoor ski slopes and Brighton Marina.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-40351727
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-40351727


  
The London Resort is to be set over an area of over 535 acres - the equivalent of 136 Wembley 
Stadiums - which would make it three times bigger than other UK parks.  

 
'Nothing to do'  
The area is so large that it will border three towns in Kent - Northfleet, Swanscombe and the area 
under development that will become Ebbsfleet Garden City.   
"We've been waiting for a long, long time for something like this to happen," taxi driver Fozlu 
Miah, 43, who has lived in Gravesend for 25 years, tells the BBC.  
He says that crime has gone up and young people are increasingly getting into trouble with the 
law, "because people are bored".  



 area   
Transport links are not great and there isn't much of a bus service, so you mostly need a car to 
get around.  
Students Sienna Sooknanan, 16, and Kashaa Srikanthan, 15, agree.   
"There was bowling, but that got shut down. We just go out to eat or go to Bluewater, but there's 
nothing to do other than that," says Ms Sooknanan.  
Both teenagers are enthusiastic about a theme park coming to town, because it would save a 
longer trip to Thorpe Park in Surrey.   
Ms Srikanthan says: "Around here you can go to escape rooms, fun fairs sometimes, or walk 
around town.   
"Kids here are bored. Most of the time they go and stand outside the McDonald's in town and 
hang out."  
Safia Chalid, 48, has been running Safia's Beauty Bar on Gravesend High Street for six years, 
and she has become concerned about the future of the town.  

 
"Gravesend is a really lovely town, it's just a shame there's not much left here," she tells the 
BBC.  
"Gravesend has gone downhill - I've noticed a big drop in both terms of footfall and customers, 
and shops are closing down.  
"With the difficult retail environment, services are the only things doing well right now, so a theme 
park would really help to regenerate the area."  



 Dome   
But Professor Richard Scase of the University of Kent thinks Mr Gerbeau faces some significant 
challenges.  
He says "there's been so much doubt and uncertainty and rumours and speculation about this 
particular development" that some are "sceptical" and "cynical" that it will go ahead at all.  
The academic notes that even Disneyland Paris struggled when it first opened in 1992. The park 
was teetering on the brink of bankruptcy in the early years and has been bailed out by its 
American parent on a number of occasions.  
If London Resort does go ahead, Professor Scase warns the Paramount brand may not be 
strong enough to attract customers.  
He also has doubts about the location, which could compare unfavourably with international 
destinations like Disney's parks in Paris and Orlando, Florida. It would also compete with more 
local resorts like Chessington World of Adventures, Thorpe Park and Legoland, which are all 
close to the M25, the motorway that circles London.  

 
Further, Professor Scase suspects consumer tastes might be changing, adding that families may 
be put off by the prospect of potentially sitting in traffic to reach a park, where they will have to 
pay an entrance fee only to then queue for attractions.  
However, Mr Gerbeau says his vision for the London Resort will be much more than just 
attractions for people to go on.  
"It's a fully integrated entertainment destination. Today, the kids and younger generations like e-
sports, gaming, interaction through technology. The kids who are 12 today will be our key target 
base in 2024."  



 in Swanscombe in 
2024   
Everything the park contains will have to prove its economic sustainability, so he doesn't want to 
make specific promises about what London Resort will do for the local economy, even though 
there will be benefits.  
He says: "We want people to understand that there will be phases in the projects, we're not going 
to suddenly create 30,000 jobs. It might be possible in 10 years, but not from day one."  
  
 


