St John Fisher Catholic College
COSHH guidelines
A COSHH assessment is a systematic examination of a task or process that involves using a potentially hazardous
substance. It is the School’s policy that no hazardous substance shall be used until an assessment has been
undertaken and suitable control measures implemented.
Hazardous substances include;
Substances used directly in work activities (eg adhesives, paints, cleaning agents)
Substances generated during work activities (eg fumes from soldering and welding)
Naturally occurring substances (eg grain dust)
Biological agents such as bacteria and other micro-organisms.
Hazardous substances should carry a warning label such as those below;

Harmful

Toxic

Highly
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Corrosive

Dangerous to
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Explosive

Oxidising

Examples of the effects of hazardous substances include;
Skin irritation or dermatitis as a result of skin contact;
Asthma as a result of developing allergy to substances used at work;
Losing consciousness as a result of being overcome by toxic fumes;
Cancer, which may appear long after the exposure to the chemical that caused it;
Infection from bacteria and other micro-organisms (biological agents).
Is the substance necessary?
Departments should identify and make an inventory of all substances used at school which carry a warning label.
Having identified all the substances they should ask the following questions of each substanceIs the substance used for the same purpose as any other of the substance(s) on the list? If YES - is it needed?
If not, dispose of it appropriately.
Is the substance only used occasionally, if so, is it really needed? If not, dispose of it appropriately.
Could the substance be substituted by a less hazardous product? If yes, dispose of it appropriately.
Hazard Data sheets / Risk Assessment;
Suppliers are required to provide a hazard ‘Data Sheet’ for any hazardous substances they supply. If this is not
provided it must be obtained. The Data Sheet should be used to help produce a Risk Assessment.
A copy of the completed Risk Assessment Form, along with the Data Sheet, should be kept with the substance and a
copy retained by the user(s).
If any ‘control measures’ used incorporate an engineering control, such as exhaust ventilation, then these should
be examined and tested annually and records kept.
All employees are required by law to use any control measures and safe systems of work which have been introduced.
They must also report any defects in the control measures to the Health & Safety co-ordintaor.

Emergency procedures in the event of an accidental spillage;
For small spillages of hazardous substances the Science Lab technicians have chemical spill kits which they are
trained to use. For larger spillages the site supervisor should be called immediately.
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In the event of an Accident;
In the event of an accident occurring when using a hazardous substance the First Aid Personnel attending should
be informed immediately about the substance being used and provided with the relevant Data Sheet.

