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What is Risk Assessment and why is it important?
Risk Assessment is an important step in protecting all staff, students, governors and visitors at St John Fisher 
Catholic College, as well as complying with the law. 
It helps focus on the risks with the potential to cause harm.  In many instances, straightforward measures can readily 
control risks, for example, ensuring spillages are cleaned up promptly so that people do not slip.

A risk assessment is simply a careful examination of what could cause harm to people, so that you can weigh up 
whether you have taken enough precautions or should do more to prevent harm.
Everyone has a right to be protected from harm caused by a failure to take reasonable control measures.
The law does not expect you to eliminate all risk, but you are required to protect people as far as is ‘reasonably 
practicable’. 

How to carry out a risk assessment.
There is no set  way to do a risk assessment, however if you do not carry out a Risk Assessment for a potentially 
hazardous activity, you could be liable for prosecution.  The procedure you should follow is as follows;

     Identify the hazards
     Decide who might be harmed and how
     Identify any control measures that are in place
     Assess the level of risk (High, Medium or Low)
     Identify what further control measures could be implemented to reduce the Risk
     Record your findings and implement them
     Review your assessment annually (and if an accident ever occurs)

When you carry out a Risk Assessment you should make sure that you involve at least one other member of staff 
in the process.  This helps to avoid oversights and can provide an alternative view point.  

You should never rely solely on a Risk Assessment carried out by someone else (eg CLEAPSS).  You are 
responsible for assessing the risks associated with any activity you are undertaking and should take into account 
the specific location, people, climatic conditions etc. which apply for you. 

Assessing the level of risk.
A hazard is anything that may cause harm, such as chemicals, electricity, working from ladders, an open drawer, 
etc; and the risk is the chance that somebody could be harmed by these and other hazards, together with an 
indication of how serious the harm could be.

You may find the following table helpful when assessing the level of risk - 

Activities with a value of 1-3 = Low, values of 4-5 = Medium, 6-9 = High
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